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Easter Sunday and Holy Baptism 



Prelude  Phill Sterling  
Opening Hymn  Hail thee, festival day!       (standing)                                          175 (blue book) 
                                                  The Holy Eucharist Rite Two 
 

The Word of God 
Celebrant        Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People         The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

Celebrant  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires know, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; thorough Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Gloria  Glory be to God on high 
Glory to God in the highest, 
   and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
   we worship you, we give you thanks, 
   we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
   have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
   receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
   Jesus Christ, 
   with the Holy Spirit, 
   in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 
Collect of the day  

Celebrant         The Lord be with you. 
People      And also with you. 
Celebrant      Let us pray. 
 
The Celebrant says the Collect. 
 
People Amen. 
 



Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and 
opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the 
Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
 
The Lessons 
 
First Reading  (seated)         Jeremiah 31:1-6 
 

Reader      A Reading from Jeremiah 
 

At that time, says the, I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be my 
people. Thus says the: The people who survived the sword found grace in the wilderness; 
when Israel sought for rest, theto him from far away. I have loved you with an everlasting 
love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. Again I will build you, and you shall 
be built, O virgin Israel! Again you shall take your tambourines, and go forth in the dance of 
the merrymakers. Again you shall plant vineyards on the mountains of Samaria; the planters 
shall plant, and shall enjoy the fruit. For there shall be a day when sentinels will call in the hill 
country of Ephraim: “Come, let us go up to Zion, to theGod.”  
 

Reader      The Word of the Lord. 
People    Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  (seated) 
 

All sing the Psalm:  
  1     Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 
             his mercy endures for ever. 
  2     Let Israel now proclaim, * 
             “His mercy endures for ever.” 
  14   The Lord is my strength and my song, * 
             and he has become my salvation. 
  15   There is a sound of exultation and victory * 
              in the tents of the righteous: 

  16   “The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! * 
             the right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
             the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!” 
  17   I shall not die, but live, * 
             and declare the works of the Lord. 

  18   The Lord has punished me sorely, * 
             but he did not hand me over to death. 
  19   Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
             I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the Lord. 



  20   “This is the gate of the Lord; * 
             he who is righteous may enter.” 
  21   I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
             and have become my salvation. 

  22   The same stone which the builders rejected * 
             has become the chief cornerstone. 
  23   This is the Lord’s doing, * 
             and it is marvelous in our eyes.   (Repeat the last two measures) 
  24   On this day the Lord has acted; * 
            we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Second Reading  (seated)                                       
Acts 10:34-43 
 

Reader      A Reading from Acts 
 

Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know 
the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of 
all. That message spread throughout  
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all 
that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 
but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to 
us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 
 

Reader        The Word of the Lord. 
People      Thanks be to God. 
Gradual Hymn      That Easter day with joy was bright (standing)        193 (blue book) 
   
The Holy Gospel   (remain standing)                      
Matthew 28:1-10 
 

Reader      The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People     Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 



After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance 
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and 
became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you 
are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised 
from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This 
is my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell 
his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took 
hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell 
my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.  
 

Reader        The Gospel of the Lord. 
People      Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon                 The Rev. Dr. Joseph Hannah 

Holy Baptism 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 
 
The Celebrant says 
The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
 
Parents and Godparents 
I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 
The Celebrant asks the parents and godparents 
Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian 
faith and life? 
 
Parents and Godparents 
I will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant 
Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ? 
 
Parents and Godparents 
I will, with God’s help. 



 
Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidates who can speak for themselves, and of the 
parents and godparents who speak on behalf of the infants and younger children 
 
Question  Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against            
God? 
Answer  I renounce them. 
 
Question  Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and  
  destroy the creatures of God? 
Answer  I renounce them. 
 
Question  Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?   
Answer  I renounce them. 
 
Question  Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer  I do. 
 
Question  Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer  I do. 
 
Question  Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer  I do. 
 
Celebrant  Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this person 
in his             life in Christ? 
People We will.  
 
The Celebrant then says these or similar words  
Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own 
baptismal covenant. 
 

Baptismal Covenant 
 
Celebrant     Do you believe in God the Father? 
People          I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
      creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 



Celebrant     Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People          I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
      He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
          and born of the Virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
          was crucified, died, and was buried. 
      He descended to the dead. 
      On the third day he rose again. 
      He ascended into heaven, 
         And is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
      He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Celebrant     Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People          I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
       the holy catholic Church, 
       the communion of saints, 
       the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body, 
       and the life everlasting. 
 
Celebrant     Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and  fellowship, in the breaking of  
  bread, and in the prayers? 
People          I will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant     Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and            
           return to the Lord. 
People          I will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant     Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People          I will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant     Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People          I will, with God’s help. 
 
  
Celebrant    Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of            
every human being? 
People          I will, with God’s help. 
 



Prayers for the Candidates 
 
The Celebrant then says  
Let us now pray for those who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 
 
Leader  Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
The Celebrant says 
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in 
the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns 
now and for ever. Amen 
  

Thanksgiving over the Water 
 
The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying 
  The Lord be with you. 
People          And also with you. 
Celebrant     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People          It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 



Celebrant 
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the 
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in 
Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was 
anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and 
resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.  
 
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. 
By  
it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in 
joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, 
baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here  
are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ 
our Savior.  
 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
      The Baptism 
Each candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant, who then pours water upon the candidate, saying 
N, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
When this action has been completed for all candidates, the Priest, at a place in full sight of the congregation, 
prays over them saying 
Let us pray. 
 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon 
these  your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. 
Sustain them,  
O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will 
and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your 
works. Amen. 
 
Then the Priest places a hand on the person’s head, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross using 
Chrism and saying  
N, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen. 
 
The newly baptized is given a candle lighted from the Paschal candle. 



 
The Celebrant says 
 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 
Celebrant and People 
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim 
his  
resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 
 
The Peace 
 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you. 
 
The Prayers of the People              
Priest: 
We come with anticipation on this first day of the week to become witnesses, sharing in the 
resurrection life of Jesus, as we pray:  Alleluia! Christ  is risen.  He is risen indeed.  
Alleluia!  
LEM: Almighty One, you have filled your Church with new life and empowered us through 
the conquering love of Jesus; Raise us with your Spirit that we may live in the power of 
Christ’s resurrection to bring life and light to all the world.  
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
People: He is risen indeed.  Alleluia!  
 LEM: The right hand of the Most High has triumphed over evil and death, bringing new 
hope to all the world: Speak your living truth to everyone who leads and holds authority 
among the nations, that they may be agents of life and justice. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
People: He is risen indeed.  Alleluia!  
  
LEM: The Apostle Peter has taught us, O God, that you show no partiality, but you accept 
all who live reverently and do right: Let your peace extend  to every person, that the power 
of evil and injustice may be banished, and all people may live as beloved children of the 
divine.  
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
People: He is risen indeed.  Alleluia!  
  
 



LEM: Be with us in this community that we may be glad witnesses of your goodness, O 
Holy One.  
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
People: He is risen indeed.  Alleluia!  
  
LEM: Christ the wounded healer has overcome all that can threaten us.  
Let his resurrection power bring healing and hope to those for whom we pray,  especially 
__________.  Give thanks to God who is good, whose mercy endures for ever.   WE offer 
our grateful gladness this Easter Day, especially for ________.  Christ has died and is risen, 
bringing life and immortality to light.  We remember those who have died, especially, ,  May 
they live in him and share in the joy of Easter. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
People: He is risen indeed.  Alleluia!  
  
Priest: You have anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, O Eternal 
One, and raised him from death on the cross into resurrection life:  Feed us with his life as 
we eat and drink with him in this Easter Eucharist, that we may be his witnesses, sharing in 
the Spirit’s work of reconciliation and peace, through the Risen One, Jesus Christ of Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 
 
Announcements   (seated) 
 
                                                    The Holy Communion 
 
Presentation of the Gifts                            
The Great Thanksgiving  (standing)  
 
Eucharistic Prayer D 
 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and 
sings or says 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 



 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living 
and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 
 

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your 
blessing; you  
created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 
 

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the 
glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice 
to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing, 

 

Sanctus   Holy, holy, holy Lord       S 130 (blue book) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, (x2) 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest.(x2) 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
                   
Celebrant continues  (standing or kneeling) 
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and 
love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in 
obedience to you, our  
Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from 
you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so 
that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, 
and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. 
 

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to 
be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us,  
yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, 
freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, 
rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 
 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he 
sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the 
world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 
 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved 
his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took 



bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is  
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his 
descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, 
awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this 
bread and this cup, we praise you, and we bless you. 
 

Memorial Acclamation                        
We praise you, we bless you, 

we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God. 
 
 
The Celebrant continues 
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and 
upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, 
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  
 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living 
sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 
 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of 
your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 
 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, 
prophets,  apostles, and martyrs, and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages 
past. We praise you in  
union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God 
and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever.     
 

Amen               



And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
     hallowed be thy Name,  
     thy kingdom come,   
     thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,   
     as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation,   
     but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,   
     and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever.  Amen.  
 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 
A period of silence is kept. 
 
Then may be sung or said 
 
[Alleluia.]  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  [Alleluia.] 
 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God 
and may add  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
  you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 
   with thanksgiving. 
 
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it 
to the people. 
 
The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 
 
The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in 
everlasting life.  [Amen.] 
 
or with these words 
 
 



The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.] 
 
Communion 
 

All baptized persons regardless of denomination, including children, are welcome  to receive Holy 
Communion. If you would like to receive communion but cannot approach the altar rail, please notify an 
usher and it will be brought to you. Gluten-free wafers are available, simply tell the celebrant “gluten-free”.   
 
 
Communion Music 
Post Communion Prayer 
 

Celebrant    Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People  (stand or kneel) 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the 
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in 
these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your 
eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to 
love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
Blessing   
 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection 
of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 
 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, 
make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 
 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the 
Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Closing Hymn Jesus Christ is risen today     207 (blue book)   
  
Dismissal Thanks be to God                    
 
Postlude  



WELCOME TO GRACE  
 

We welcome all newcomers and visitors and we ask that you sign a card in the pews or at the welcome table (located in the front of the building). 
 


