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         THE SERVICE BEGINS IN THE WELCOME AREA  
 

            THE LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 

 

In the darkness, fire is kindled; after which the Celebrant may address the people in these or similar words 
 

Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to life, the 

Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover 

of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over death. 

 

The Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
 

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light: Sanctify this new fire, 

and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to 

the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire, and the Deacon (the Celebrant if there is no deacon) bearing the Candle, leads the 

procession to the chancel, pausing three times and singing or saying 

 

Celebrant    The light of Christ. 

People        Thanks be to God. 
 

If candles have been distributed to members of the congregation, they are lighted from the Paschal Candle at this time. Other candles and lamps in 

the church, except for those at the Altar, may also be lighted. 

The Paschal Candle is placed in its stand.  

 

THE EXSULTET 
 

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation for the victory of our 

mighty King.  
 

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has been vanquished by 

our eternal King. 
 

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, resound with the praises of 

your people. 

 

All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the Almighty for the grace to sing 

the worthy praise of this great light; through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with him, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

Answer     And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Answer     It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice, to praise you, the 

invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal 

Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered your faith-

ful people. 
 

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and led them 

through the Red Sea on dry land. 
 

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are restored to grace 

and holiness of life. 
 

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave. 
 

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness to us, that to  

redeem a slave, you gave a Son. 
 

How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It restores innocence to the fall-

en, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace and concord. 
 

How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and man is reconciled to God.  
 

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May it shine continually to 

drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning––he who gives 

his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

     THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

Celebrant  

Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past; and let us pray that 

our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 
 

Genesis 1 — The Creation 1    
 

Let us pray.  (Silence) 
 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we 

may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Genesis 6:9 — Noah’s Ark 2 

 

Let us pray.  (Silence) 
 

Almighty God, you have placed in the skies the sign of your covenant with all living things: Grant that we, who 

are saved through water and the Spirit, may worthily offer to you our sacrifice of thanksgiving; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

1, 2 Children of God Storybook Bible by Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
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Genesis 22:1-18 — Don’t Hurt Isaac 3 

 

Let us pray.  (Silence) 
 

God and Father of all believers, for the glory of your Name multiply, by the grace of the Paschal sacrament, the 

number of your children; that your Church may rejoice to see fulfilled your promise to our father Abraham; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Exodus 7-15 — Let My People Go 4 

 

Let us pray.  (Silence) 
 

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the power of your 

mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by 

the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, 

and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 — Valley of the Dry Bones 5 

 

Let us pray.  (Silence) 
 

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sa-

cred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquillity the plan of salvation; let the 

whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown 

old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things 

were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

     BAPTISMAL COVENANT 

 

The Celebrant 

Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, and raised with 

him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten observance is ended, to renew the solemn 

promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to 

serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church. 
 

Celebrant     Do you believe in God the Father? 

People          I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

      creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Celebrant     Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People          I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

      He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

          and born of the Virgin Mary. 

4 Children of God Storybook Bible by Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
3 Bible Stories of the 40 Days; Melissa Musick Nussbaum; Illustrations by Judy Jarrett                 
5  The Action Bible, David C. Cook  
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      He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

          was crucified, died, and was buried. 

      He descended to the dead. 

      On the third day he rose again. 

      He ascended into heaven, 

         And is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

      He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Celebrant     Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People          I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

       the holy catholic Church, 

       the communion of saints, 

       the forgiveness of sins, 

       the resurrection of the body, 

       and the life everlasting. 
 

Celebrant     Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the  

       prayers? 

People          I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant     Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord. 

People          I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant     Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People          I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant     Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People          I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant   Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of  every human being? 

People          I will, with God’s help. 

 

The Celebrant  

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy 

Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

           AT THE EUCHARIST 

 

The candles at the Altar may now be lighted from the Paschal Candle 
 

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen! 

People      The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen! 

People      The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
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Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen! 

People      The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King 

almighty God and Father, 

     we worship you, we give you thanks, 

     we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

     have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

     receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

     Jesus Christ, 

     with the Holy Spirit, 

     in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

Celebrant      The Lord be with you. 

People           And also with you. 

Celebrant      Let us pray. 

 

Celebrant 

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection: Stir up in your Church 

that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, may wor-

ship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

EPISTLE           Romans 6:3-11 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore 

we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 

of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we 

will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that 

the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed 

from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being 

raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to 

sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to 

God in Christ Jesus.  

 



7 

PSALM 114  (seated) 
 

Hallelujah! When Israel came out of Egypt, * 

  the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech, 

Judah became God’s sanctuary * 

  and Israel his dominion. 

The sea beheld it and fled; * 

  Jordan turned and went back. 

The mountains skipped like rams, * 

  and the little hills like young sheep. 

What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? * 

  O Jordan, that you turned back? 

You mountains, that you skipped like rams? * 

  you little hills like young sheep? 

Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, * 

  at the presence of the God of Jacob 

Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water * 

  and flint‑stone into a flowing spring. 

 

GRADUAL HYMN      Jesus Christ is Risen Today            207 (blue book) 

GOSPEL  Luke 24:1-12 

On the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women who had come with Jesus from Galilee came to the tomb, 

taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, 

they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood be-

side them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you 

look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in 

Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again." 

Then they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 

Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to 

the apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran 

to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what 

had happened.  

 

REFLECTION                            The Rev. Cathy Carpenter 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

In the power of the Spirit let us pray to the Father 
through Christ the Savior of the world. 
Father, 
on this, the night he was betrayed, 
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your Son Jesus Christ washed his disciples’ feet. 
We commit ourselves to follow his example of love and service. 
Lord, hear us 
and humble us. 
On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one. 
We pray for the unity of your Church. 
Lord, hear us 
and unite us. 
On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe through 
his disciples’ message. 
We pray for the mission of your Church. 
Lord, hear us 
and renew our zeal. 
On this night, he commanded his disciples to love, 
but suffered rejection himself. 
We pray for the rejected and unloved. 
Lord, hear us 
and fill us with your love. 
On this night, he reminded his disciples 
that if the world hated them it hated him first. 
We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith. 
Lord, hear us 
and give us your peace. 
On this night, he accepted the cup of death 
and looked forward to the new wine of the kingdom. 
We remember those who have died in the peace of Christ. 
Lord, hear us 
and welcome all your children into paradise. 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 

PEACE    (all stand) 
 

The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People           And also with you. 

 

     THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

PREPERATION OF THE TABLE              He is Risen          180 (blue book) 
The people remain standing.  

        The Lord be with you. 

People           And also with you. 

Celebrant      Lift up your hearts. 

People           We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People           It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

The Celebrant proceeds 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in 

light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 
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Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created them 

to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your 

pressence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we 

acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing, 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The people stand or kneel. 
 

The Celebrant continues 

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. You mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in 

your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, Creator, we might rule and 

serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of 

death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us 

into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. 

Father you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, her lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the 

good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to 

death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his 

own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification 

of all. 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in 

the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in re-

membrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all 

of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his descent among the 

dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering you 

to you, from the gifts you have given is, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Celebrant and People 

We praise you, we bless you,                  we 

give thanks to you,                    and we 

pray to you, Lord our God. 

The Celebrant continues 
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Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descent upon us, and upon these gifts, sancti-

fying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the 

Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, and living sacrifice in Christ, to 

the praise of your Name. 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its 

unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We 

praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever Amen. 

And now, as our Savior              

Christ has taught us,                   

we are bold to say,  

 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

     hallowed be thy Name,  

     thy kingdom come,   

     thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,   

     as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation,   

     but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,   

     and the power, and the glory,  

    for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 

Celebrant and People 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Celebrant    The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

All baptized persons, regardless of denomination, and including children, are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Communion will be 

administered by the (masked) celebrant. The Bread will be intincted (dipped) in the Wine then handed to you. If you desire to receive 

the Bread only, raise your hand in a “stop” gesture before presenting your hands for the wafer. If you wish a blessing instead, please 

cross your arms across your chest.  

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

The Celebrant says 
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Let us pray 

 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 

Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 

world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING FOR EASTER 
 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son our Lord,  

bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 
 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you holy and wor-

thy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 
 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to 

your eternal inheritance. Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for 

ever. Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN          At the High Feast We Sing                                                174 (blue book) 

DISMISSAL 
 

Celebrant    Let us go forth in the Name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

People        Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.  
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Grace’s Mission Statement 
 

To be a visible sign of Christ's love, seeking    

and serving Christ in all persons. 

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

110 Oswego Street, Baldwinsville, NY 13027    

Tel: 315 635 3214     

email: Office@GraceEpiscopalBaldwinsville.org 

Website: GraceEpiscopalBaldwinsville.org 

 

Welcome to Grace 
   

We welcome all newcomers and visitors and we ask that you complete a card from the welcome 

table or sign our newcomer book (located in the front of the building).  We are glad that you are 

here with us today.   
 

Assistive listening devices for the hearing impaired are available from the ushers. 


