
  

 

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost—Proper 21                    September 27, 2020 

11 a.m.  Ante communion Rite II  

Opening Acclamation                                    351 (prayer book) 

Opening Hymn                                 Praise my soul the king of heaven             410 (hymnal) 

Confession      352 (prayer book) 

Gloria             S280 (hymnal) 

Collect of the Day               234 (prayer book) 

I reading—Ezekiel 18: 1-4, 25-32 

Reader: A reading from Ezekiel 
 
The word of the Lord came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of 

Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? As I live, says the 

Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of 

the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.  

Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not 

your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, 

they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked 

turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save 

their life. Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, 

they shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O 

house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?  

 

Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord God. Re-

pent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from you all 

the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! 

Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. 

Turn, then, and live.  

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 25: 1-8                  614 (prayer book) 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; * 
let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

Show me your ways, O Lord, * 
and teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 

Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 
for they are from everlasting. 
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Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 
remember me according to your love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 
therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

He guides the humble in doing right * 
and teaches his way to the lowly. 

II reading—Philippians 2: 1-13 

Reader: A reading from Philippians  

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any com-

passion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full ac-

cord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better 

than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same 

mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  

 who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited,  

 but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness.  

 And being found in human form, 

  he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death-- 

  even death on a cross.  

 Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name,  

 so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

 and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father.  

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in 

my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, ena-

bling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord  

People: Thanks be to God  

 

Gospel—Matthew 21: 23-32 
 

Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ  
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When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, 

and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to 

them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I 

do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued 

with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if 

we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered 

Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these 

things.  

 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard 

today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and 

said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” 

They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going 

into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not 

believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not 

change your minds and believe him.  

 

Gospeller: The Gospel of the Lord.  

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Homily               The Rev. Catherine Carpenter  

The Nicene Creed              358 (prayer book) 

Prayers of the People - Form II            385 (prayer book) 

Anthem         O Jesus I have promised                John Ernest Bode 

The Lord’s Prayer              364 (prayer book) 

The Peace               360 (prayer book) 

The Blessing               

Closing Hymn   All praise to thee for thou O King divine                                  477 (hymnal) 

Dismissal                366 (prayer book) 

  
THE PRAYERS  OF  THE PEOPLE– FORM II  

Intercessor:  Let us pray for Christ’s church and the world.  

I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; For our Presiding Bishop Michael, our Bishop DeDe 

for this gathering; and for all ministers and people. In our parish for Linda Savacool, Brian & Judy Savacool. 

For parishes in our diocese, especially Christ Episcopal Church in Jordan and  Ephphatha Mission Chapel of the 

Deaf in Liverpool.  

Pray for the Church.  

Silence  

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people.  

Pray for justice and peace.  
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Silence  

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, especially Gordon Tall, John Rogers, Dottie Divers, Elaina Renfrew, Ag-

nes Morgan, Fern Butler, Dottie Carrie, Rahel Reger, Donny Witkowski, Tom Mangan, Jason, Bill, Steven, Merle, 

Sharon, Linda, Linda W., Becky, Alice, Debbie, James, Rosalee, Dawn, Lila, Missy, Joyce Y, Bill, Erin, Penny, 

Ann, Sue, Mary Ann, Barb, Anna, Jerry, Isabella and those we now name, silently or aloud.   

Silence 

the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.  

Pray for those in any need or trouble.  

Silence  

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of God. Pray that they may find and be found by 

God.  

Silence  

I ask your prayers for the departed especially Evelyn Mercer, the Rev. Hal Avery and those we now name, silently 

or aloud,  

Silence  

Pray for those who have died.  

Silence  

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. Pray that we may have grace to glorify 

Christ in our own day.  

Silence  

The officiant adds a concluding collect  
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