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Officiant: O send out thy light and thy truth, that they may lead me, and bring me unto thy holy 
 hill, and to thy dwelling. 

 
Confession of Sin 
Officiant: Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
Silence may be kept. 
People: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from thy ways  
 like lost sheep, we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own  
 hearts, we have offended against thy holy laws, we have left undone those  
 things which we ought to have done, and we have done those things which we  
 ought not to have done. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, spare thou  
 those who confess their faults, restore thou those who are penitent, according  
 to thy promises declared unto humankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; and grant,  
 O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly,   
 righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy Name.  Amen. 
Officiant: The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins,  
 true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.  
People: Amen. 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
 
Officiant:  O Lord, open thou our lips. 
People:  And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the  
  beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia 
Officiant: The earth is the Lord’s for he made it: 
People:  O come, let us adore him. Alleluia. 
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Venite                 44 (BCP) 
O come, let us sing unto the Lord; * 
  let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation.  
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, *  
 and show ourselves glad in him with psalms.  
For the Lord is a great God, *  
 and a great King above all gods.  
In his hand are all the corners of the earth, *  
 and the strength of the hills is his also.  
The sea is his and he made it, *  
 and his hands prepared the dry land. 
O come, let us worship and fall down *  
 and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is the Lord our God, *  
 and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 
 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *  
 let the whole earth stand in awe of him.  
For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, *  
 and with righteousness to judge the world and the peoples with his truth. 
 
Psalm 65 

You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; * 
to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem. 

To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, * 
because of their transgressions. 

Our sins are stronger than we are, * 
but you will blot them out. 

Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there! * 
they will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your temple. 

Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, * 
O Hope of all the ends of the earth and of the seas that are far away. 

You make fast the mountains by your power; * 
they are girded about with might. 

You still the roaring of the seas, * 
the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples. 

Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; * 
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. 

You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; * 
the river of God is full of water. 

You prepare the grain, * 
for so you provide for the earth. 
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You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; * 
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 

You crown the year with your goodness, * 
and your paths overflow with plenty. 

May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, * 
and the hills be clothed with joy. 

May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, 
and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; * 
let them shout for joy and sing. 

   Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit*                                                               

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever, Amen. 

 

The Lessons 
 
Isaiah 55: 10-13 
Reader: A Reading from Isaiah 

   As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
   and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

   making it bring forth and sprout, 
   giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

   so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
   it shall not return to me empty, 

   but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
   and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

   For you shall go out in joy, 
   and be led back in peace; 

   the mountains and the hills before you 
   shall burst into song, 
   and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

   Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
   instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

   and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 
   for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Song of Zechariah           Benedictus Dominus Deus         55 (BCP) 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, * 
 for he hath visited and redeemed his people; 
And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us * 
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 in the house of his servant David, 
As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, * 
 which have been since the world began: 
That we should be saved from our enemies, * 
 and from the hand of all that hate us; 
To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers, * 
 and to remember his holy covenant; 
To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham, * 
 that he would give us, 
That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies * 
 might serve him without fear, 
In holiness and righteousness before him, * 
 all the days of our life. 
And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest, * 
 for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 
To give knowledge of salvation unto his people * 
 for the remission of their sins, 
Through the tender mercy of our God, * 
 whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us; 
To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, * 
 and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
 

 
Romans 8: 1-11 
Reader: A Reading from Romans. 
  There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the 
  Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For 
  God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his 
  own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in 
  the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk 
  not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live  
  according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who  
  live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the 
  mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For 
  this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit 
  to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please  
  God. 

  But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 
  you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But 
  if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life  
  because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead  
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  dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal  
  bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 
 

Song of Creation    Benedicite, omnia opera Domini           47 (BCP) 

  O all ye works of the Lord, bless ye the Lord; *  
   praise him and magnify him for ever.  
  O ye angels of the Lord, bless ye the Lord; *  
   praise him and magnify him for ever. 
  O ye heavens, bless ye the Lord; *  
   O ye waters that be above the firmament, bless ye the Lord;  
  O all ye powers of the Lord, bless ye the Lord; *  
   praise him and magnify him for ever. 
  O ye sun and moon, bless ye the Lord; *  
   O ye stars of heaven, bless ye the Lord;  
  O ye showers and dew, bless ye the Lord; *  
   praise him and magnify him for ever.  
  O ye winds of God, bless ye the Lord; *  
   O ye fire and heat, bless ye the Lord;  
  O ye winter and summer, bless ye the Lord; *  
   praise him and magnify him for ever.  
  O ye dews and frosts, bless ye the Lord; *  
   O ye frost and cold, bless ye the Lord;  
  O ye ice and snow, bless ye the Lord; *  
   praise him and magnify him for ever.  
  O ye nights and days, bless ye the Lord; *  
   O ye light and darkness, bless ye the Lord;  
  O ye lightnings and clouds, bless ye the Lord; *  
   praise him and magnify him for ever. 
  Let us bless the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit; 
   praise him and magnify him for ever. 
 
Matthew 13: 1-9,18-23 
Reader: A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew. 

  Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered  
  around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on 
  the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower  
  went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds  
  came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have 
  much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when 
  the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 
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  Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other 
  seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
  some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

  “Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the  
  kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what 
  is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on 
  rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with 
  joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble 
  or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 
  As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 
  cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing.  
  But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and  
  understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in  
  another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Homily                  Mother Cathy Carpenter 

 
The Apostles’ Creed 
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus  
  Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of  
  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and   
  buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He  
  ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father   
  almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I   
  believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
  Amen. 
 
Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy  
  will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And  
  forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
  us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and  
  the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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V. O Lord, save thy people, and bless thine heritage; 
R. Govern them and lift them up for ever. 
V. Day by day we magnify thee; 
R. And we worship thy Name ever, world without end. 
V. Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin; 
R. O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us. 
V. O Lord, let thy mercy be upon us; 
R. As our trust is in thee. 
V. O Lord, in thee have I trusted; 
R. Let me never be confounded. 
 
Officiant: O Lord, we beseech thee mercifully to receive the prayers of thy people who call upon 
  thee, and grant that they may both perceive and know what things they ought to do,  
  and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfill the same; through Jesus Christ  
  our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
  for ever. 
People: Amen. 
 
Officiant: O God, who makest us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious   
  resurrection of thy Son our Lord: Grant us this day such blessing through our   
  worship of thee, that the days to come may be spent in thy favor; through the same  
  Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Officiant: Lord Jesus Christ, who didst stretch out thine arms of love on the hard wood of the  
  cross that everyone might come within the reach of thy saving embrace: So clothe us  
  in thy Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not  
  know thee to the knowledge and love of thee; for the honor of thy Name. 
People: Amen. 
 

The Prayers 

Intercessor: Let us pray for Christ’s church and the world. 
   
  I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world;  

  For our Presiding Bishop Michael, our Bishop DeDe for this gathering; and for all  
  ministers and people. In our parish for Stuart & Sue Allen, Bruce & Nancy   
  Haney. For parishes in our diocese, especially Christ Church in Clayton and St. James'  
  Church in Clinton. 

  Pray for the Church. 
 
  Silence 
 
  I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all  
  people. 
  Pray for justice and peace. 
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  Silence 
 
  I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, especially Gordon Tall, John Rogers, Dottie  
  Divers, Elaina Renfrew, Evelyn Mercer, Agnes Morgan, Fern Butler, Dottie Carrie,  
  Ruth Ziemer, Rahel Reger, Donny Witkowski, Tom Mangan, Jason, Bill, Steven,  
  Merle, Sharon, Linda, Linda W., Becky, Alice, Debbie, Lynne, James, Rosalee, Dawn,  
  Lila, Missy, Joyce Y, Bill, Erin, Penny, Ann, and those we now name, silently   
  or aloud. 
 
  the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. 
  Pray for those in any need or trouble. 
 
  Silence 
 
  I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of God. 
  Pray that they may find and be found by God. 
 
  Silence 
 
  I ask your prayers for the departed especially Julius Jensen, Gertrude Coe, and William 
  Cady and those we now name, silently or aloud, 
   
  Silence 
 
  Pray for those who have died. 
 
  Silence 
 
  Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. 
  Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 
 
  Silence 
 
Officiant: Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we  
  may obtain effectually, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

The General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 
  Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants do give thee  
  most humble and hearty thanks for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us  
  and to all. We bless thee for our creation, preservation, and all the    
  blessings of this life; but above all for thine inestimable love in the redemption  
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  of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, and for the hope  
  of glory. And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that  
  our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; and that we show forth thy praise, not  
  only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to thy service, and  
  by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; through  
  Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor  
  and glory, world without end.  Amen. 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 
Officiant: Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our  
  common supplication unto thee, and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son  
  that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the midst of  
  them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best for 
  us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life 
  everlasting.  Amen. 
Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Officiant: Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or  
  imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ  
  Jesus for ever and ever.  
People: Amen. 


