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“On the first day of Christmas, my true love sent to me…” 

Have you ever wondered about the Twelve Days of Christmas? Contrary to what some 

advertisers would have you believe, the twelve days begin rather than end on Christmas 

Day and run through January 5, “Twelfth Night” the eve of the Feast of the Epiphany on 

January 6th. This is the period we call “Christmastide”, following the liturgical season of 

Advent, and before Epiphany and the Sundays after Epiphany leading up to Ash 

Wednesday. We might think of the latter seasons as latecomers, added on to follow the 

Feast of the Nativity, but in fact, Epiphany is the older observance. Early in the church’s 

history, the celebration of the Incarnation of God in Jesus Christ, the Epiphany or 

“Manifestation” to the Gentiles, in the persons of the foreign Magi, and the Baptism of 

Christ by John in the Jordan River were one single celebration. It was only later that 

“Christ Mass” became a major observance in its own right. Also occurring between 

Christmas and Epiphany are four major feast days of the Church. They are St. Stephen, 

the first deacon and martyr on December 26, St. John the Evangelist on December 27, the 

Holy Innocents on December 28th, and the Feast of the Holy Name on January 1st. It may 

seem jarring that immediately following the carols and crèche of Christmas with sweet 

baby Jesus in the manger, are days commemorating terrible violence, but we live in a 

world that has not changed much in two thousand years; a world in which things hap-

pen like Stephen’s martyrdom by stoning, and the death of innocent children as collateral 

damage from politics. God didn’t become flesh in order to keep his followers from expe-

riencing tragedy. God, our true love, became flesh in Jesus to prove that even death and 

evil and tragedy don’t get the last word. Emmanuel, God-with-us is for the very situa-

tions of Stephen, or the Innocents, or even ourselves.  
 

Mother Cathy+ 
 

 

 

The vestry at its December 28 meeting voted to present proposed by-laws changes to the 

Annual Meeting that would reduce the number of vestry members from nine to six. The 

proposed changes must be considered by two parish meetings before implementation, 

and would be phased in over three elections. A copy of the proposed revision is available 

on the bulletin board outside of the office.  
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January Birthdays   

Parker Atkinson, Sandy Baker, Marcus Begg, Sally Chambers, Rosemary Coyne, Tom 

Coe, Frank Harper, Derk Hudson, Jane Jacobs, Bill Mercer, Adelyn Sellers, Barb Simpson, 

Gordon Tall, Ray Vescersa 

 

Rest Eternal grant to Aaron Atwater, Noel Warner and Ron Savacool O Lord; and let 

light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

From the Past  

From Baldwinsville’s Own Cook Book by Women’s Auxiliary   

Grace Episcopal Church, published 1950’s 
 

Black Cake  Mrs. Clifford Lodder  

1 c. cocoa   1/2 c. sour milk 

1 c. boiling water  2 tsp. baking soda 

1/2 c. Spry (Crisco) 2 tsp. vanilla 

2 c. sugar   2 well–beaten eggs 

2 c. flour    1 tsp. salt 
 

Mix first 3 ingredients thoroughly and add other ingredients in exact order named 

above, beating well after each addition. Bake in 2 9-inch pans or 1 13 x  9-inch pan at 375 

deg. For 25-35 minutes.  
 

Shopping the January white sales? 

Back in 1998 Grace Church helped resettle newly-arrived Kosovo refugees Ramiz Buja, 

his mother Shera and 3 sisters through the Refugee Resettlement Program. In 2005 Ramiz 

brought his high-school sweetheart Emi (Emine) over from Kosovo. Now Emi’s sister 

Ajete and 2 year old niece Alina, also from Kosovo, are residents of Syracuse, and are 

moving into their own apartment to await the arrival of Ajete’s husband Bashkim. This 

young family needs most everything to set up housekeeping in their own home. Do you 

have gently-used kitchenware, furniture, lamps, linens or other household goods looking 

for a new home? Contact Margaret Houck in the parish office for more information. 
 

First Saturday Holy Eucharist resumes January 7th at 4 :00 p.m. Join us for this infor-

mal kid and adult-friendly service. 
 

The Annual Meeting of Grace Episcopal Church will be held Sunday January 22nd 

following a 9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist.  All Reports due to the parish office by January 11th. 
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Save the Dates  
 

- Sunday, January 1 - Lessons & Carols, with Holy Eucharist at 9 a.m.  

- Sunday, January 8 - Nine-Fifteen Forum resumes 

- Wednesday, January 11 - Annual Reports Due  

- Sunday, January 15 - 12 - 2 Safe Church Training  St. James Skaneateles 

- Saturday, January 21st 6 - 9 p.m. - Chowder & Savory Bread Cook Off - is this year’s 

   annual cook-off. Get your “Down East” on and start your recipe research!  

   Who will be the champion of chow-da? 

- Sunday, January 22 - Annual Meeting following a 9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist service 

- Tuesday, February 28 - Mardi Gras Jambalaya Dinner  

 

Youth Winter Skating Weekend - January 28-29 
 

Youth in grades 6-12 are invited for a weekend of winter fun, sponsored by the Diocesan 

Youth Council. We’ll spend the night at St. Paul’s Church in downtown Syracuse (use the  

   Montgomery Street entrance when you arrive) and enjoy skating at  

   the Clinton Square Ice Rink. The event will take place beginning on  

   January 28th at 2 p.m. and going through  January 29th at approxi- 

   mately noon (following closing worship at St. Paul’s Church). Back 

   up date in case of poor weather is February 4th-5th. The cost for the  

   event is $11 ($5 for the overnight, plus $6 for ice skate rental and ad-

mission). Registration is available on the Diocese of Central New York website http://

cnyepiscopal.org/youth. Contact Barb Talbot for more information at (607) 564-7888, 

email: bdtalbot340@hotmail.com. 

 

Nine-Fifteen Forum 
 

Our Sunday gospel readings this year taken mostly from the Gospel according to 

Matthew. Join us for an exploration of some of the themes and unique characteristics of 

this gospel. Saint Matthew used Jesus’ stories and teachings to instruct and sustain his 

racially-mixed church to meet the severe challenges in his time and community. We too, 

are challenged in today’s world to articulate faith and identity, and to bear witness to the 

good news, to baptize and to teach. How might Matthew’s work help us to do so? Janu-

ary 8-February 26 (No Forum January 22 due to the parish Annual Meeting).  

http://cnyepiscopal.org/youth
http://cnyepiscopal.org/youth
tel:(607)%20564-7888
mailto:bdtalbot340@hotmail.com
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Parish Life Members Needed   
 

If anyone would like to become a member, please let the office 

know and someone from our ministry will contact you. Meetings  

are held the  second Tuesday of the month (August through June) 

in the conference room located on the lower level in the undercroft starting at 7:00 p.m.. 

 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
 

To all the wonderful members of our Grace Church family. 
 

The Cookie Walk was a resounding success. The community continues 

to show its boundless, enthusiastic support… the lines were long the 

boxes full!. We ere limited only by the extend. Of our beautiful inventory. Many compli-

ments about quality & execution have come our way. 
 

Bless you all for all your efforts. 

Reserve December 2, 2017 for the 12th Annual Cookie Walk 

 

Coming in January … 
 

The novel Woman of God by James Patterson and Maxine Paetro has caught the attention 

of several members of the parish. In January we plan to have a group reading and dis-

cussing the novel. Weekdays or weekday evenings seem to be the most favored times. 

Interested? Speak with Mother Cathy. The novel is available from Amazon and other re-

tailers in hardcover, paperback, Kindle and audio CD formats.   
 

First Friday Films – Begins January 6th. Join us for monthly classic films that raise ques-

tions of faith in a complicated world. God at the movies isn’t always found in “religious” 

films. For youth and adults (parents’ guide available beforehand). At 6:00 we’ll have piz-

za (RSVP for ‘za in advance so we order enough!) and at 6:30 we’ll start the film. Bring 

something to drink--Popcorn will be provided.  

 

Prayer for the church as we seek a music director 
 

O God, whom saints and angels delight to worship in heaven: Guide us as we seek to call 

a new music director to lead our efforts through music to perfect the praises offered by 

your people on earth; and grant to us now glimpses of your beauty, and make us worthy 

at length to behold it unveiled for evermore; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
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2017 Vestry Bios 
 

Junior Warden – 2 Year Term: Biography for Paul Diller 

Paul Diller has been a Eucharistic Minister at Grace Church for over twenty years, and 

was an acolyte, confirmed, married and served as a vestry member at St. Mark’s Episco-

pal Church, Candor NY. He is married to Ginny and has three children—all baptized in 

the Episcopal Church and one married at Grace. He also has three grandsons. Paul has 

worked as a Journeyman Maintenance Machinist in several Syracuse and Fulton area 

businesses. He restores classic cars as a hobby, and in winter helps his neighbors snow 

blow out their driveways.  

Vestry Member – 2 Year Term: Biography for Barbara Reeves 

Cradle Episcopalian Barb Reeves arrived at Grace Baldwinsville in 1966. In time hus-

band Stu and daughters Pamela and Meredith were added to the church family. Barb’s 

parish ministries began with choir, followed by Altar Guild and lector. Upon her retire-

ment from teaching in the Cato-Meridian district, she moved further into ministry at 

Grace with Bell choir and Threads of Love. The position of Cookie Walk chair honed her 

leadership skills, and most recently, she served as Delegate to the Diocesan Convention 

to elect a Bishop. Vestry will be yet another step deeper into ministry at Grace. 

Vestry Member – 3 Year Term: Biography for Robert O’Brien 

Bob O’Brien and his wife Joan have been members of Grace since 2002. They have been 

Baldwinsville residents since 1984. Bob is a Navy veteran and a retired Social Security 

claims representative. Since retiring Bob has done volunteer work for the Baldwinsville 

Senior Express, the Syracuse North Side Neighborhood Food Pantry, and Upstate Uni-

versity Hospital where he has so far logged over 5800 hours of volunteer service. Bob is a 

former Roman Catholic who was formally received into the Episcopal Church in 2005. 

Since joining Grace he has served 2 previous terms as a vestry person. He has served on 

the Parish Life committee, worked at the annual chicken Bar B Q’s and cookie walks, 

trained as a Stephen Minister, and served on the Outreach Committee where he has su-

pervised the 3 yearly Samaritan Meals for the past 13 years. 

Vestry Member – 3 Year Term: Biography for Dottie Carrie 

Dottie was born into an Episcopal family. She was baptized and confirmed at St. John's 

in Auburn. She has always made it a point of being in church on Sundays. She has a 

been involved in youth fellowship, junior altar guild, Sunday School and various minis-

tries such as Stephen Ministry to keep her going. Dottie is also an active participant in an  

Ecumenical Bible Study held each Tuesday at St. Mary’s apartments. 
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Outreach Project for January-February 
 

 The Outreach Committee is once again doing a winter food drive to be delivered to the 

Baldwinsville Food Pantry. It seems that donations drop off right after Christmas and the 

pantry has asked us to fill the gap. All non-perishable food items are welcome., however, 

the Baldwinsville Food Pantry has expressed a special need for the following items: 
 

·        Jellies and jams (NOT homemade) 

·        Peanut butter 

·        Hamburger or tuna noodle helper 

·        Spaghetti sauce                                  

·        Pasta 

·        Jell-O or pudding 

·        Cake or bread mixes 

·        Hearty soups 

·        Canned veggies 

·        Canned stew 

·        Canned tuna 

·        Boxes of instant hot chocolate packets 

·         Cereal 

·        Macaroni & cheese packages  
 

 

Please bring your items to church by February 18th.  Thanks! 

Vestry Member – 3 Year Term: Biography for Tina Santy 

Tina and her husband, Lou, became members of Grace Church in 2004. Tina was bap-

tized and confirmed at St John's Episcopal Church in Auburn. She has a BS in business 

management and was a materials manager for 15 years prior to starting her own business 

in 2000. She chaired the 10 year anniversary event for 9/11 and coordinated the Com-

memorative Brick Project. She participates in the Cookie Walk, Grace BBQ, volunteers at 

the Samaritan Center and is a member of Parish Life, chairing several dinner events. Tina 

has previously been a vestry member, warden and search committee/vestry representa-

tive. She completed the training program for Stephen Ministry and was a caregiver with 

the commission for over 3 years. Tina looks forward to continuing to serve Grace Church. 
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  HOLY EUCHARIST SERVICES   
 

8 & 10:30 A.M. 

  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +    

Tuesdays  12 NOON 

 +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +   

First Saturdays  4 P.M. 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +   

Lessons & Carols with Holy Eucharist 9 A.M. 

TO: 

Non-profit org 
 

US postage paid 
 

Baldwinsville, NY 
 

Permit No. 20 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUEST 

Grace Episcopal Church 

P.O. Box 6, 110 Oswego Street 

Baldwinsville, NY  13027 - 0006 

 

110 Oswego Street, Baldwinsville, NY 13027    
 

Tel: 315 635 3214     
 

Website: GraceEpiscopalBaldwinsville.org 

Festive Lessons & Carols, Sunday, January 1st  with Holy Eucharist at 9:00 a.m.  


